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 In Th  is Issue 
The Northeastern Iowa Synod makes Christ known 
by strengthening the witness and service of the whole 
church. 
Synod ministries support and develop leaders, focus on 
mission, and network the effective ministries of our 
congregations. 
 

 

In 2009, the churchwide office 

commissioned a task force to help 

us anticipate the church’s mission 

and ministry into the future. The 

LIFT (Looking Into the Future 

Together) gathered information 

and looked to new models of 

being church together. One of 

the progress reports on the LIFT 

website included this insight: 

The mark of a vibrant organization 

in a post-modern, open-source world 

is not a large national expression 

headquartered in a high-rise building, 

but instead, consists of strong, healthy, 

local expressions that network together 

mission and ministry. 

That sounds a lot like the mission 

statement that has guided our 

synod for the past 20 years when 

we stated that we will “network 

the effective ministries of our 

congregations.” 

Throughout this year we will be 

bringing this work to the forefront. 

We have revamped our structure 

to make networking the focal point 

of how we do ministry together. 

Why? Because we know that if God 

has called us to be at this place in 

this particular time then God has 

given us the gifts to do ministry in 

this place and in this time. It is our 

vocation, our calling from God, to 

be witnesses to the power of the 

Gospel where we are right 

now for those in our area and 

around the world. 

We have completed four of the 

nine “Walking Together” conversations  

that have as their goal the opportunity to 

discover new ways that we can 

“network together mission and 

ministry.” In many ways the LIFT 

task force described what we have 

been doing for some time. However, 

there are new possibilities in youth 

ministry, Bible study, evangelism 

and outreach to create even more 

networks to make Christ known. It 

is a good year to celebrate how we 

“network the effective ministries of 

our congregations.” 

− Steven L. Ullestad 

Bishop, Northeastern Iowa Synod 

  

Northeastern Iowa Synod 

http://www.neiasynod.org/

